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25 June 2020 
 
 
Dr Chris Perry 
AMAQ President 
PO Box 123 
Red Hill 
QLD 4059 
 
Email: e.judd@amaq.com.au; policy@amaq.com.au 
Cc: ChairQld@audiology.asn.au; tony.coles@audiology.asn.au 
 
 
Dear Dr Perry 
 
Re: “Government using ‘deadly tactics’ to cut health costs” - Courier-Mail article 
 
Audiology Australia (AudA) is the professional membership association for the health 
profession of audiology. We have over 2,900 members practising across Australia.  
 
As President of AudA, I am writing to you to seek clarification about the comments that you 
made in today’s article in the Courier-Mail entitled “Government using ‘deadly tactics’ to cut 
health costs” following the announcement that the QLD Government is proposing to 
introduce audiology assessments as the basis for triage to ENT surgeons after a successful 
pilot scheme at Logan Hospital. 
 
As an ENT surgeon, a former President of ASOHNS and someone who has employed and 
worked with audiologists in public and private practice over many years, we are extremely 
dismayed by the quotes attributed to yourself in your capacity as the new President of AMA 
Queensland.  
 
In particular, the statements that “children with ear issues are having audiograms by 
audiologists who have no diagnostic training” could potentially “lead to permanent hearing 
loss in a child” and that patients being referred to audiologists rather than ENT specialists 
will have “potentially deadly consequences” in order to “cut costs and fudge waiting lists.”  
 
Under the Scope of Practice for the Australian audiology profession, audiologists can 
perform diagnostic tests, including advanced tests using electrophysiological methods. As 
you would be aware, audiologists must complete five years of university education and a 
Masters of Clinical Audiology in order to practice their profession and be accredited to 
practice as an Audiology Australia Accredited Audiologist. Audiologists must also agree to 
abide by AudA’s Code of Conduct, including referring patients to medical colleagues 
wherever needed; and undertake continuing professional development sufficient to maintain 
their knowledge and skills.  
 
AudA is extremely concerned that the comments reported in today’s article are made without 
substantiation or evidence and that they will significantly undermine the credibility of the 
audiology profession in the eyes of the public and their health colleagues without any 
justification. This, in turn, has the potential to lead to deleterious health outcomes for patients 
who may delay or defer getting their hearing health checked by an accredited audiologist. 
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We are also very concerned about the impact that your remarks will have on the morale of 
the dedicated audiologists working in QLD’s health system to provide high quality diagnostic 
services to their patients as part of a multi-disciplinary team.  
  
Therefore, we ask that you provide further clarification about the basis of your comments in 
today’s Courier-Mail article and indicate that - if a patient is referred to an audiologist for a 
diagnostic audiology assessment or other hearing health care matter – that it will not “lead to 
serious injury or even death” and will not have “deadly consequences”.  
 
If you would like to discuss this matter further, I can be contacted via email at 
barbra.timmer@audiology.asn.au or on (03) 9940 3900.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

 
Dr Barbra Timmer 
President  
Audiology Australia 
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